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CYCLE GLNDE




* Unnisers might be the dominant force in
motoreyeling sales these daye, hut their ori-
gin lies in the four-wheel world, Back in the
days of 39-cent, 10¢-octane gas, the cruiser
market wae hased in Detroit, headlined by
mansler ves-sights, And one of the biggest,
buddest of the breed, the L84 454, was
staffed ander the hood of Chevealet's 1975
Curviette, Nowadays, though, the hot 454 i
Kawasaki's 454 LTD.

Yet despite the 12-vear age differsnce,
these two 4545 aren't that far removed in
their imtent. The LTD, from the cot of its
miuffler to the bend of its handlvbar, i buill
fur the urban sireet scene. And the big-mo-
tor Corvette, although billed ax an Ameri-
cip gports car, was made more for the hou-
levard than the backroad. Both machines
were born and bred for urban prowling,
with the occasional stoplight-to-stoplign
sortie thrown in for good measure,

A similar intent, however, i as close as
these two get, ai lenst in terms of perfor-
mance. The Corvette's LS4 kicks out 275
horsepower and g (ub-thumping 595 foul-
pounds of torgue, but the rat-motor Cor-
votte w no match for the Mighty Mouse Ka-
wasiki when the lights turn green. The
LTTy atreaks through the quarter-mile in
13,642 seconds at 84.14 mph, guick enough
tn anck the headlights, windshield and grill
smooth out of the Corvette, which could
manape only o piriful 14 880 sweeond/94.73:
mph pasa,

There's far more to ity living than jus
straightline aceelerntion and tire amoke,
though, and anyone who's besn around
street racens knows they spend most of their
time hench mcing, And when the conversa-
tion tums 10 specifications, the Kawasaki
aguin holds a big edge. Under that expan-
sive fiberglacs hood lies o painfully mun-
dame powerplant: o cast-iran, overbead-
valve vee-eight that's apent more time
powering trucks tham it has in apy sporting
e, The LTD, however, bristles with hard-
ware ¢loser to thit of purebred racing ma-
chimery: dual overhead cams, four valves
por cylinder and a 10,000-rpm redline,

The advaniages of the LTD's design
show up even more clearly when com puring
the relative power output of the two en-
gines. Even the must potent 454, the 460-
horsepower aluminem -block LST, sqoeaks
out omly 62 horsepowser per liter, whereas
the L'TD belts out 110 horsepower on a per-
liter basis. So much for the old adage about

“no substitute for cubie inches,"”

With n Corvette, you're dealing with cu-
hie feet, ton, becanse that sculpted, Coke-
hitt e shapee takes wp a sieable chunk of real
etate, Tts 15-foot length, eoupled with the
notorious, where-does-it-end nose, mukes
the Chevy o real heart-stopper in traffic.
The LTD, in conteast, is right st home in
heavy traffic, able to amuggle inte spaces the

Corvette couldn't it inte after a G0-mph
barrier crash. And despite the Corvetre's
gargantian dimensions, it carres only two
penple—ithe syowe as the LT,

Utimately, though, in this comparison
thers = no companson. In performance,
speos and stvle, the LTD simply has it all
owver the Corverte. And what that means is
that if you're looking for a ql.li.ck way down,
the houlevard, the hot ticket is still a 454;
nowidiys, though, the name on that ﬁmlm
m “ Kawnsaki,™

KAWASAKI 454 LTD
imparter: Kowasakl Motors Comp,
2009 Enst Edinger fve
Santa Ara, Caffomin 83711
i wiTmet
ﬁmulnalpr‘u §199%
Engine type Eguid -conled four strame
iranswerss vesthoal bain
“Walve arrangement dowble overhesd camshats,
four vabves par cylinger
Bore snd stfroke 72 G k B5 Dmim
Drsplacernent g | 454 lee
Compression R e 10.7:1
Camuretion dund 34mm Reinin constaT-vaSuum
mwmm Shown mir-sprirg.
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Rear shiock wheel tas  dual Shiwa
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4.5, {1 15mm)

Wheeibass m:mﬂusn{imutmmp
Seul height

25,3, [T45mmj

Waight . - o 427 iba (193 ThE
mmm 35 Tram virtical
Front wheei t-ail 47 . [138mm)
Best Ya-mile acceleration - 13.642 sec,
94,14 mph {151 km,B}

Warranty ... 12 manths, unlimilad nileage
Avuilable cobors | Ehony of Candy Persirmmon Red

CHEVROLET 454 CORVETTE

overhend vahes
108.0vwm & 101.5mm
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Teack, front/mae | 5E.T/55.5 |n. (14911511
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